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According to the final vote count released on Aug. 28 by the Federal Electoral Institute (Instituto
Federal Electoral, IFE), Ernesto Zedillo of the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
won the Mexican presidential election with 50.18% of the vote. The IFE statistics showed that Diego
Fernandez de Cevallos of the National Action Party (PAN) received 26.69% of the total vote, while
another 17.08% was cast for Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of the Democratic Revolution Party (PRD).
Zedillo's margin of victory is similar to the 50.78% of the vote President Carlos Salinas de Gortari is
said to have received after the 1988 election. The PRI is widely believed to have committed massive
fraud that year to give Salinas a large margin of victory. Nevertheless, the percentages received by
both Salinas and Zedillo still represent a large decline from previous elections, when PRI candidates
received at least 80% of the vote. In fact, Lazaro Cardenas Cuauhtemoc Cardenas's father obtained
98% of the vote during his election in 1934.
PRI also dominates Congressional elections
IFE statistics released on Aug. 28 also confirmed that the PRI took an overwhelming 277 of the 300
seats in the Chamber of Deputies that were open for direct election. Of the remaining 23 seats, 18
were won by PAN candidates and another five by PRD representatives. The remaining 200 seats of
the Chamber's total of 500 seats will be divided proportionally among the PRI, PAN, PRD, and the
Labor Party (PT) based on a formula calculating the percentage of the vote received by each party
during the election.
Under the formula, which attempts to increase representation from minority parties, the PRI will
only receive an additional 25 seats, while 101 deputy positions will go to the PAN, 64 seats to the
PRD, and 10 to the PT. Five parties the Mexican Green Party (PVEM), the Cardenista Front for
National Reconstruction (PFCRN), the Popular Socialist Party (PPS), the Authentic Party of the
Mexican Revolution (PARM), and the Mexican Democratic Party (PDM) did not receive the 1.5% of
the vote required to qualify for representation in the Chamber of Deputies.
According to political analysts, the elections for the direct seats to the Chamber of Deputies
produced mixed results for the PAN. On one hand, the party did not win a single seat in Chihuahua
and Baja California, even though the PAN holds the governors' chairs in both those states. On the
other hand, the party performed relatively well in Jalisco state, where nine seats were won by PAN
candidates. The party also won seats in districts representing sections of Monterrey, Mexico City,
Merida, Leon (Guanajuato state), and Hermosillo (Sonora state). Meantime, the PRD's five victories
in direct elections came in southern states such as Veracruz, Chiapas, and Michoacan, which have
a higher rate of poverty than northern states. In the 1988 election, the PRD won many of the direct
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elections for seats in Mexico City and Michoacan, which is Cardenas's home state. This year, the PRI
virtually swept the seats in Mexico City.
In the Senate election, the IFE confirmed that the PRI won all the 64 seats contested in direct
elections, including a close race with the PAN in Jalisco state. The Senate has a total 128 seats. In
addition to the 64 seats open to direct elections, another 32 seats were to be awarded to each party
that takes second place in a state level election, with that runner-up party receiving one Senate
seat for each second- place spot. Under this formula, the PAN will receive 24 seats, while another
eight will go to the PRD. Most of the Senate seats for the PRD will be in southern states, including
Chiapas and Cardenas's home state of Michoacan. The remaining 32 Senate seats not contested in
the elections will continue to be held by representatives who were elected in the 1991 vote. The PT
came close to gaining a Senate seat in Durango state, where the party received a high percentage of
the vote, but not enough to beat the PAN for second place.
PRI accused of massive fraud in Chiapas
Meanwhile, in Chiapas, the formal declaration of PRI candidate Eduardo Robledo as governor-elect
sparked a series of protests in the state in early September. The protests which include takeovers
of radio stations, street protests, and blockades of highways in San Cristobal de las Casas and other
communities in southern Chiapas were led by the PRD and two other groups. The protesters, who
claim the PRI committed massive fraud in Chiapas to give Robledo his electoral victory, announced
plans to march to Mexico City on Sept. 14 if PRD candidate Amado Avendano's victory is not
recognized. According to statistics released by the state office of the IFE in late August, Robledo
received about 51.2% of the total vote, compared with 34.1% for Avendano. The PRD candidate, who
claims the PRI both intimidated voters and tampered with the final results, has vowed to take office
on Dec. 8.
Meantime, in a statement to newspapers on Aug. 31, the Zapatista National Liberation Army
(Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional, EZLN) also condemned the Chiapas election and called
on Robledo to resign. "By refusing to illegitimately flaunt a post that Chiapas's people did not give
you, you will save this soil from a bloodbath," said chief EZLN spokesman Subcommander Marcos.
He also warned that powerful landowners were training illegal paramilitary groups in the region.
Later, in a statement to La Jornada daily newspaper on Sept. 3, the EZLN criticized the federal
government for recent declarations suggesting that conditions were improving in Chiapas. "In
the euphoria after their apparent electoral victory, those who forced us to rise in arms started a
campaign in the media to make it seem as if the government has carried out electrification and food
programs in Chiapas," Marcos said. For his part, Robledo wrote several Chiapas intellectuals some
of whom participated in the EZLN-sponsored democracy conference in early August to seek their
help to "to avoid the threat of returning to violence, to which Chiapas residents said no in the past
elections."
Finally, on Sept. 5, Bishop Samuel Ruiz of San Cristobal de las Casas announced he will spearhead
efforts to initiate a new round of peace talks. Ruiz told reporters he was scheduled to meet with the
government's Chiapas Peace Commissioner Jorge Madrazo Cuellar on Sept. 7 to seek "an urgent
resumption" of talks between President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's administration and the EZLN
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